About The Right Livelihood College

The Right Livelihood College

A university and change-makers initiative for disseminating and
strengthening wisdom and skills for a positive future

The Right Livelihood College (RLC) is a global capacity building initiative of the Right Livelihood Award
Foundation. It aims to harness and spread the knowledge and experience af Laureates of the Right Livelihood
Award, popularly known as the "Alternative Nobel Prize ™.

It does this through promotion of education, research, public understanding and practical activities which: — e
o Contribute to a global ecological balance
e Are aimed at eliminating material and spivitual pover

» Contribute to lasting peace and justice in the world l l N IVE RS AL

The Right Livelihood College (RLC)'s global secretariat is hosted by the Universiti Sains Malaysia's Centre for
Policy Research and International Studies (CenPRIS). The RLC also has partner campuses at Lund University,

Sweden, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia, and the University of Bonn, Germany. D ECI AR A I IO N
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For more information contact: The Right Livelihood College (RLC) is a global capacity building initiative of the Right Livelihood
- ¥ Award Foundation. It alms to harness and spread the knowledge and experience of Laureates
Professor Anwar Fazal, Director, Right Livelihood College, G/o Centre for Policy Research and of the Right Livettkiol-Award, popularly known as the "Alternstive Nobel Prize”.
International Studies (CenPRIS), Universiti Sains Malaysia, 11800 USM, Penang, Malaysia.

Tel (604) 653 2042 / 653 2047 Pax. (604) 658 4820 Email. anwarfazal2004@yahoo.com It does this through promotion of education, research, public understanding and practical
: activities which:

+ Are aimed at aeliminating material and spiritnal poverty
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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MOTHER EARTH

( This Declaration was adopted by the World Peoples Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia on April 221d 2010).

The Bolivian government has submitted it to the United Nations for consideration. )

Preamble
We, the peoples and nations of Earth:

considering that we are all part of Mother Earth, an
indivisible, living community of interrelated and
interdependent  beings with a common destiny;

gratefully acknowledging that Mother Earth is the
source of life, nourishment and learning and provides
everything we need to live well;

recognizing that the capitalist system and all forms of

depredation, exploitation, abuse and contamination
have caused great destruction, degradation and
disruption of Mother Earth, putting life as we know it
today at risk through phenomena such as climate
change;

convinced that in an interdependent living community
it is not possible to recognize the rights of only human
beings without causing an imbalance within Mother
Earth,

affirming that to guarantee human rights it is

necessary to recognize and defend the rights of

Mother Earth and all beings in her and that there are
existing cultures, practices and laws that do so;

conscious of the urgency of taking decisive, collective
action to transform structures and systems that cause
climate change and other threats to Mother Earth;

proclaim this Universal Declaration of the Rights of
Mother Earth, and call on the General Assembly of

the United Nations to adopt it, as a common standard
of achievement for all peoples and all nations of the
world, and to the end that every individual and
institution takes responsibility for promoting through
teaching, education, and consciousness raising,
respect for the rights recognized in this Declaration
and ensure through prompt and progressive measures
and mechanisms, national and international, their
universal and effective recognition and observance
among all peoples and States in the world.

Article 1. Mother Earth
(1) Mother Earthis a living being.

(2) Mother Earth is a unique, indivisible,
self- regulating community of interrelated
beings that sustains, contains and reproduces
all beings.

(3) Each being is defined by its relationships as an
integral part of Mother Earth.

(4) The inherent rights of Mother Earth are
inalienable in that they arise from the same
source as existence.

(3) Mother Earth and all beings are entitled to all
the inherent rights recognized in this
Declaration without distinction of any kind, such
as may be made between organic and inorganic
beings, species, origin, use to human beings, or
any other status.

(6) Just as human beings have human rights, all
other beings also have rights which are specific
to their species or kind and appropriate for their
role and function within the communities within
which they exist.

(7) The rights of each being are limited by the rights
of other beings and any conflict between their
rights must be resolved in a way that maintains
the integrity, balance and health of Mother
Earth.

Article 2. Inherent Rights of Mother Earth

(1) Mother Earth and all beings of which she is
composed have the following inherent rights:

(a) theright tolife and to exist;
(b) theright to be respected;
(c) the right to regenerate its bio-capacity and to

continue its vital cveles and processes free from
human disruptions;

(d) the right to maintain its identity and integrity as a
distinet, self-regulating and interrelated being

(e) theright towateras a source of life;
(f)  theright to clean air;
(g) theright tointegral health;

(h) the right to be free from contamination, pollution
and toxic or radioactive waste;

(i) the right to not have its genetic structure
modified or disrupted in a manner that threatens
it integrity or vital and healthy functioning;

(j) the right to full and prompt restoration the
violation of the rights recognized in this
Declaration caused by human activities,

(2) Each being has the right to a place and to play its
role in Mother Earth for her harmonious
Sfunctioning.

(3) Everybeing has the right to wellbeing and to live
free from torture or cruel treatment by human
beings.

Article 3. Obligations of human beings to Mother
Earth

(1) Every human being is responsible for respecting
and living in harmony with Mother Earth.

(2) Human beings, all States, and all public and
private institutions must:

(a) actinaccordance with the rights and obligations
recognized in this Declaration;

(b) recognize and promote the full implementation
and enforcement of the rights and obligations
recognized in this Declaration;

(c) promote and participate in learning, analysis,
interpretation and communication about how to
live in harmony with Mother Earth in
accordance with this Declaration;:

(d) ensure that the pursuit of human wellbeing
contributes to the wellbeing of Mother Earth,
now and in the future;

(e) establish and apply effective norms and laws for
the defence, protection and conservation of the
rights of Mother Earth;

(f) respect, protect, conserve and where necessary,
restore the integrity, of the vtal ecological
cyeles, processes and balances of Mother Earth;

(g) guarantee that the damages caused by human
violations of the inherent rights recognized in
this Declaration are rectified and that those
responsible are held accountable for restoring
the integrity and health of Mother Earth;

(h) empower human beings and institutions to
defend the rights of Mother Earth and of all
beings;

(i) establish precautionary and restrictive measures
to prevent human activities from causing species
extinction, the destruction of ecosystems or the
disruption of ecological cveles;

(j) guarantee peace and eliminate nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons;

(k) promote and support practices of respect for
Mother Earth and all beings, in accordance with
their own cultures, traditions and customs;

(1) promote economic systems that are in harmony
with Mother Earth and in accordance with the
rights recognized in this Declaration.

Article 4. Definitions

(1) The term “being” includes ecosystems, natural
communities, species and all other natural
entities which exist as part of Mother Earth.

(2) Nothing in this Declaration restricts - the
recognition of other inherent rights of all beings
or specified beings.
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Formore informationsee: W W W . Therightsofnature.orq



